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village community operating within a nationally
planned agriculture had become more precisely-
defined. At the same time while Government con-
trol of industry and labour had increased, labour
organization had made rapid strides; and it was
made clear that if the peasant was to occupy a more
significant part in the nation's agriculture, the
worker was to play a more commanding role in
the nation's industry. Finally, the trend towards
the creation of an independent economy, and the
strengthening of national sovereignty by the control
of natural resources, was spectacularly illustrated
by the expropriation of the foreign oil companies in
March 1938; and expropriation became in Mexico
the test of national sovereignty and national in-
dependence.
What is in progress in Mexico to-day is an
attempt to transform Mexico from a colonial to
an independent economy, from a semi-feudal to a
democratic nation; to Mexicanize the Indian and
to make the Mexican master in his own country; to
achieve a sort of economic democracy. This pro-
gramme has met with immense difficulties. Agri-
culture has been disorganized. Labour problems
have been acute. The oil companies boycotted the
sale of Mexican oil and were accused or seeking to
disrupt economic and political life. But President
C&rdenas persisted in his course, though a tendency
towards consolidation rather than further advance-
ment has recently been apparent; and despite the
prophets of gloom and disaster, in December 1940
the President was able to resign his office peacefully
to his successor, President Avila Camacho. That
event marked a new stage in the evolution of Mexi-
can democracy, in its progress towards the creation
of a free Mexico for free Mexicans.